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Thank you for having this hearing, Representative Lee, on an issue near and dear to my heart and the hearts of many of my young patients who have no health insurance.  My name is Nancy Lewis. I am a nurse practitioner at the Department of Public Health's Huckleberry's Cole Street Clinic that serves many pediatric and young adults in San Francisco.  I'm also the Joint Nursing Practice Commissioner for the California Nurses Association Region 12 for San Francisco and San Mateo. My colleagues at CNA have been fighting for single payer health care in some form or another over the last 15 years that I have been an active member.  But I am not here to speak of my patients nor CNA's struggle to increase patient access through single payer health care.  I'm here as a friend who lost another friend in an ER not far from where we are standing here today, 6 years ago, because she didn't have health insurance and not because she didn't try or couldn't afford it.  My friend Nena P. Cameron was a 51-year-old African American woman, a lawyer active in her practice, a musician and the Domestic partner of my closet friend, Yolanda.  In October of 2000, I was called to help my friend’s deal with Nena's sudden seizures that had be going on for 2 and half days which finally resulted in an ambulance ride on an early Sunday morning.   My friend had a common gynecological condition and was being treated with a prescription of birth control pills.  Her condition was not life threatening and she was waiting for surgery, once her anemia was corrected.  But she never got that opportunity.


I spent the most horrific 8 hours of my life as a nurse, fighting to save my friend's life by trying to get admitted to the hospital largely because she had no health insurance and was somehow deemed a poor credit risk.    And to make matters worse, if you’re black, a woman, middle -aged, have a domestic partner rather than a spouse and if there are not enough RN's around in your ER to take care of you because there was no mandated RN to patient ratio, your chances of survival are next to nothing.  The pathological system that I just described killed my friend.  This system places little value on our lives and it discriminates for all the reasons that I have just described.  I am angry that since 2000 there probably have been thousands of Nena’s in this country and we are no closer to providing health care for all than we were before.  It needs to happen and it needs to happen soon.  HR 676, Medicare for all, Representative Conyer's Bill, is a great national start.  But it needs the political and public will to pass. Otherwise, we will be burying more Nena’s needlessly and losing more of our friends, our sisters, our daughters and eventually, ourselves until it does.

Thank You,

Nancy E. Lewis, RN, FNP

Joint Nursing Practice Commissioner, Region 12 CAN

