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Good afternoon, my name is Annette Toney.  I am 49 years old and I live in Cleveland, Ohio.  In Ohio the state government has slowly and completely abandoned health care for adults without dependents. They used to provide okay coverage to adults, but then began eliminating what meager programs existed.  The last program available for adults without dependents was the Disability Medical Assistance Program which provided critical medical assistance to adults making less than $115 a month.  I would have qualified for that program.  However, in 2005 they virtually eliminated that program as well.   

I want to tell you my story to show the importance of health care programs for single adults including dental care and the needs that they meet.  I also want to assure you that my story is experienced many times over by others across Ohio.

My problems began in 2005.  I was working but uninsured and lacked dental care which resulted in me losing some of my front teeth.  In November of 2005, my employment as a server at a downtown Cleveland hotel was terminated on the grounds that my lack of teeth did not present an appropriate image to patrons. I was unable to get other work.  

When I lost my job, I lost my apartment and much of my belongings because I had no place to store them.  I was afraid to go to homeless shelters and moved first to the airport, where I slept on benches, and then in with a succession of friends.  I was hospitalized four times in 2006 due to pneumonia and a collapsed lung.  While hospitalized in March of 2006, I was diagnosed with diabetes.  Unfortunately I have not been able to maintain the medication needed for my diabetes as I have not been able to work at all in this period.

Finally in the early months of 2007 I secured a HUD apartment. Yet without any employment and income I struggle to come up my $25 share of the monthly rent.  I receive $155 in food stamps monthly, and perform 25 hours of community service monthly to keep the benefit. I have been denied cash assistance and applications for Medicaid, Social Security Income (SSI) and Social Security Disability (SSD) are pending approval.  I and others believe that I would be eligible for Disability Medical Assistance to help me get thru this period, but Ohio has not accepted new enrollees into DMA for several years.

Recently I made a trip to the emergency room with a Urinary Tract Infection as I had no transportation to go to a local Health Care provider.  I now have a $240 ER bill resulting from that visit.  This is added to approximately $20,000 in medical bills that remain unpaid.  Some of these bills are from ambulance trips that I needed when I couldn’t breathe.  I presently have a prescription for Advair from a special program, but can’t get it because I do not have the $20 share of the medication cost.  I use an inhaler that is not working well but can not afford a new one.  

On a daily basis I fear developing more severe health conditions and being hospitalized.  I believe that having to walk everywhere, particularly in the rain, snow and wind of Cleveland, puts my health at risk.  I am trying to get my dental problems resolved, but getting an appointment at the local healthcare for homeless dental program is a challenge because it is so overbooked with patients.  

I believe that I have held up my end.  I have tried to find work but my health problems have prevented this.  I have tried on my own to take care of my health problems but have not been able to do so.  This is not only because there is little low cost health care available, but my lack of money has prevented me from getting to those few places that could provide help.


When I do get health care, I can not afford the necessary prescriptions.  I know what is wrong with me but can do little to address my problems. I have got some dental work done but have not been able to deal with all my problems which actually are getting worse due to a lack of care.  If I could get on Disability Medical Assistance, I would at least be able to deal with the ongoing medical problems and stop being a drain on others for help.


I am trying.  I do not want to depend on others.  Being Homeless and without work is degrading to me.  I am a capable, intelligent person that has worked for years and am used to taking care of my own needs.  I can no longer do that and that is wrong.

As a starting point in Ohio we need the following:

· Access to low cost health care for adults without dependents like myself.

· A fully funded reopened Disability Medical Assistance Program

· A complete Dental program 

 What I am requesting is important, but is still only a patchwork solution to a bigger problem.  Until we have true Universal Health Care where everyone is truly covered, people like me will continue to be victimized by our health care system.

