“Women and Economic Security” Fact Sheet (Updated June and July 2007)

Fact: Today, California’s wage inequality is the eighth highest in the nation.
Source: Statistic from The Economic Policy Institute and the Center on Budget and Policy Priorities and found in CNN’s “Mind the Gap: Income Inequality, State by State” (27 January 2006).

 http://money.cnn.com/2006/01/25/news/economy/income_gap/index.htm
Fact: Out of 37 million people living in poverty in the United States, 35% are under 18 years of age.

Source: From the US Census Bureau’s Income, Poverty, and Health Insurance Coverage in the United States: 2006 (Issued August 2007). Page 12.

http://www.census.gov/prod/2007pubs/p60-233.pdf

Fact: Women have a poverty rate of 13% vs. men who have a poverty rate of 10%.

Source: From the Public Policy Institute of California, Poverty in California: Moving Beyond the Federal Measure (by Deborah Reed, Vol. 7 No. 4, May 2006) Page 10.

http://www.ppic.org/content/pubs/cacounts/CC_506DRCC.pdf
Fact: Households’ lead by a single female have poverty rates just above 28%, over double that of male-headed households.
Source: From the US Census Bureau’s Income, Poverty, and Health Insurance Coverage in the United States: 2006 (Issued August 2007). Page 12.

http://www.census.gov/prod/2007pubs/p60-233.pdf
Fact: As of 2007, women in general make 77¢ for every dollar a man is paid, while African American women make 68¢ and Latinas only 57¢.

Source: From the AFL-CIO America’s Union Movement, “It’s Time for Working Women to Earn Equal Pay.” Based off of information from the 2007 US Census Bureau.

 http://www.aflcio.org/issues/jobseconomy/women/equalpay/index.cfm

Fact: According to the most recent AFL-CIO study, America’s working families lose an astounding $200 billion in income annually, over $4,000 per family, due to the gender wage gap.

Source: From the AFL-CIO America’s Union Movement, “Equal Pay for Working Families: National and State Data.”  Based off of a national study done by the AFL-CIO and the Institute for Women’s Policy Research of 1998 income data.

http://www.aflcio.org/issues/jobseconomy/women/equalpay/EqualPayForWorkingFamilies.cfm

Fact: If women received equal pay, poverty rates across the country would drop by more than 50%.

Source: From the AFL-CIO America’s Union Movement, “Equal Pay for Working Families: National and State Data.”  Based off of a national study done by the AFL-CIO and the Institute for Women’s Policy Research of 1998 income data.

http://www.aflcio.org/issues/jobseconomy/women/equalpay/EqualPayForWorkingFamilies.cfm
Fact: Since welfare "reform" was enacted, emergency food assistance programs have seen a 76% increase in requests.

Source: From the Alameda County Community Food Bank’s Hunger: The Faces and Facts (March 2006).

http://www.accfb.org/pdfs/hunger_full_06.pdf
Fact: While welfare caseloads have been cut by an average of 50%, there has been only a 2.5% decrease in poverty. Women are continually forced into low-wage service-sector jobs with few benefits and less job security.

Source: From the Urban Institute’s The Effect of Specific Welfare Policies on Poverty (by Signe-Mary McKernan and Caroline Ratcliffe, April 2006). Page 1.

http://www.urban.org/UploadedPDF/411334_welfare_policies.pdf

Fact: California, at 22%, ranks close to the highest percentage of uninsured women of any state in the US.
Source: From the Henry J. Kaiser Family Foundation, Women’s Health Policy Facts (released February 2007 from 2004-2005 data).

http://www.kff.org/womenshealth/upload/1613_06.pdf
Fact: This lack of health insurance among American women is a leading cause contributing to the increasingly high rates of infant mortality that occur in the US in comparison to the decreasing rates found in countries that provide universal coverage

Source: From the British Medical Journal, “High Level of Resources for Neonatal Intensive Care does not Give US Better Outcomes” (Janice Hopkins Tanne, 8 June 2002).

http://www.bmj.com/cgi/content/full/324/7350/1353

Also check out Michael Moore’s 2007 documentary SICKO for more information or his website.

http://www.michaelmoore.com/sicko/checkup/

