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WOMEN AND ECONOMIC SECURITY
Today, California’s wage inequality is the eighth highest in the nation. The real wages for the bottom 70% of wage earners in California have actually declined in the past two decades. Women are hardest hit by wage inequality. No matter where they work, how the economy does, or in what state, women only make 77 cents for every dollar a man makes.

WOMEN’S ECONOMIC HUMAN RIGHTS ARE VIOLATED EVERY DAY IN THIS COUNTRY!

MYTH: Poverty is equally spread across the population. 

· FACT: Out of 37 million people living in poverty in the United States, 35% are under 18 years of age. Women have a poverty rate of 13% vs. men who have a poverty rate of 10%.  Single female lead households have poverty rates just above 28%, over double that of male-headed households.

MYTH: Women are now receiving equal pay for equal work.

· FACT: As of 2007, women in general make 77 cents for every dollar a man is paid, while African American women make 68 cents and Latinas only 57 cents. According to the most recent AFL-CIO study, America’s working families lose an astounding $200-billion in income annually, more than $4,000 per family, due to the gender wage gap. If women received equal pay, poverty rates across the country would drop more than 50%. 
Myth: Welfare reform has helped women reach economic security.

· FACT: Mothers on welfare often have to make tough decisions about whether to pay for housing, utilities, childcare, or food.  Since welfare "reform" was enacted, emergency food assistance programs have seen a 76% increase in requests. While welfare caseloads have been cut by an average of 50%, there has been only a 2.5% decrease in poverty. Women are continually forced into low-wage service-sector jobs with few benefits and less job security.

Myth: "Work first" of welfare reform has led to women getting up and out of poverty.

· FACT: Welfare in California mandates the "work first" model: recipients are supposed to get a job, any job. For many women, those are dead end jobs. Welfare reform limits vocational training, and bachelor's degrees are not an option for women on welfare. Women are the primary caregivers in our society. However, poor women's role as caregiver is undermined and dismissed by current welfare legislation. Mothers are forced into the workforce even if they have to resort to unsafe, insecure, and expensive childcare.
Myth: Women and mothers are receiving the healthcare they need.

· FACT: One in five women in the US does not have health insurance. California, at 22%, ranks close to the highest percentage of uninsured women of any state in the US.  This lack of health insurance among American women is a leading cause contributing to the increasingly high rates of infant mortality that occur in the US in comparison to the decreasing rates found in countries that provide universal coverage.  
Despite the recent boom in the economy, women continue to be disproportionately represented among the poor and the uninsured in the United States.  The reality is that women have been, and still are, relegated to the bottom of the economic pyramid in the richest country in the world.  

In 1948, the United States signed the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, guaranteeing ALL people the right to health care, housing, food, living wage, jobs, and education. 

The Women's Economic Agenda Project is working for economic security for ALL people.  Join us in our efforts in protesting, educating and documenting that poverty is an economic human rights violation across the state of California.
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