The Experiences of Heather McLaughlin


When 25-year-old Heather McLaughlin, a WEAP community organizer volunteer, was asked what she expected the June 2007 U.S. Social Forum to be like, she candidly responded, “I expected there was going to be different politicians there to hear us out.  I was hoping the politicians would take what we told them and listen to our solutions and use them to make a difference.”  Heather’s expectations were, unfortunately, not met, but she did leave Atlanta feeling like she had learned something more important and inspiring than what she had imagined.  

Heather described her role in Atlanta as a listener, spending her days in the Poor People’s Economic Human Right’s Campaign tent attending workshops and hearing people’s testimonies about their economic human rights healthcare violations.  She also came to Atlanta as an observer and soon recognized that the class distinctions she experiences everyday in the Bay Area are just as deep and pervasive in Atlanta.  It was both listening and observing that lead Heather to realize how effectively economic human rights violations keep people divided.  She understands more deeply now the need for all people in the U.S. to come together to stand against the powers-that-be who continue to oppress poor and working-class people.

Despite the lack of politicians present in Atlanta, Heather did not leave feeling helpless.  When asked if any moments stood out to her in particular, she did not hesitate to cite one woman’s testimony that was especially empowering.  Heather recalled how the woman talked about the need to not just listen and learn but to do something with the knowledge one gains.   Realizing that it is not enough to just receive and sit on information, Heather remarked, “It is now even more my responsibility to teach and inform those who do not know about economic human rights violations and about these issues.”  Heather came into the U.S. Social Forum as a listener and observer, but she left knowing just how important it is to take action herself in order to make a difference and truly create a more just, united society.  

