 The Experiences of Dorothy Cooper


On June 29, 2007, the Poor People’s Economic Human Rights Campaign sponsored a march; “Another World is Possible, Another U.S. is Necessary - Stop the War Abroad and At Home.”  The march, held at the U.S. Social Forum in Atlanta, took off from the Martin Luther King Jr. History Center and ended at Coca Cola’s headquarters.  The idea behind the march was to begin at a landmark of freedom and then march on to one of the major corporate human rights violators in the world today.  

When gathering at the historic Martin Luther King Jr. site, a security guard called the police on the marchers, not permitting half of them to reach the reflection pool.  While this was a disappointing moment, creating strong feelings of rejection among everyone, WEAP community organizer Dorothy Cooper was able to find inspiration in the negative and gained deeply from the experience.  As one of the lucky ones who made it to the reflection pool, Dorothy was able to express everything that moment meant to her.  She revealed that she experienced a profound clarity about why people should organize and protest.  She explains, “We did not just wake up one day and decide to do it; there is a history, a struggle.  Being at the reflection pool reminded me of the morals and principles behind this movement.”  

Dorothy reflected further that it was being there in the flesh, and becoming intimately aware of a deep and rich history, that gave the Poor People’s Economic Human Rights Campaign a realness that she had not perceived before.  It was this knowledge that left her insides burning and for her to strongly declare, “It is in my blood because this is my history and my purpose in life.  The dream is alive.”  Dorothy plans to take the knowledge she gained from the U.S. Social Forum, especially her time on the march and at the reflection pool, in order to become a better community organizer for WEAP, further educating herself and others about the dire importance of the struggle surrounding economic human rights violations. 

