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Reproductive Rights and Healthcare Access

Consider the Facts:

· More than one in four non-elderly women delay or forgo medical care due to costs.

· Among women of reproductive age (18-44), fewer than one in three (31%) say that they have talked with their doctor about their sexual history and specific issues, such as STIs/STDs (28%) and HIV/AIDS (31%) in the past three years. 

· As health care costs grow, more than one-quarter of non-elderly women (27%) and two-thirds of uninsured women (67%) report they delayed or went without care they believed they needed in the past year because they could not afford it. This is a 12% increase from 2001.
· Uninsured women are 40-60% less likely to receive a Pap smear or mammography screening.
· One in five women in the U.S. do not have health insurance.
· Only one U.S. state (Maryland) requires insurers to cover screenings for all of the following: Chlamydia, cervical cancer, colorectal cancer, osteoporosis, and breast cancer.
· As of 2001, 44% of pregnant women did not receive an HIV test.
A PROFIT-BASED HEALTHCARE SYSTEM FAILS…

· To insure all women: women insured through their spouse or partner often lose their health insurance when their partner retires or is unemployed.

· Working women: 6 in 10 uninsured women work either part or full time.

· To provide equal family planning services to all women: Each state’s Medicare program may define “family planning” differently, leading to variation in coverage for services, devices and drugs, and denial of reproductive rights.

· To ensure women’s access to critical reproductive care: 22 states allow health care providers to refuse to provide family planning services under a “moral refusal clause”. (8 of these states allow providers to withhold information and/or counseling about contraceptives).

JUST HEALTH CARE WILL…
· Provide health coverage to every U.S. resident, including those working full or part time, retired, laid-off, or in between jobs alike.

· Cover all women equally for all necessary services, including reproductive health.

· Guarantee coverage of preventative health care services, such as Pap smears and mammograms, to all women.

Document, protest and educate that denial of healthcare is an economic human right violation for all people!
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