“Recovery Is Our Economic Human Right” Factsheet (Updated July and August 2007)

Fact: Up until 2007, there has not been a single public detoxification center that low-income people can access in the county
Source: From The Berkeley Daily Planet, “County’s First Detox Center to Open in San Leandro” (by Riya Bhattacharjee, 6 July 2007).

http://www.berkeleydailyplanet.com/text/article.cfm?issue=07-06-07&storyID=27452
For an update, see the District 5 Newsletter: Supervisor Keith Carson,  “Alameda County Opens Model Alcohol and Drug Treatment Programs” (January/February 2008) Page 2.
Fact: Instead, people are thrown in jail, sent to a neighboring county, or brought to an emergency room to detox, which are all expensive alternatives.
Source: From Northgate News Online, “No Detox, No Treatment” (by Scott Frazier and Lisa Lambert, 28 October 2003).

http://journalism.berkeley.edu/ngno/2003/10/28/no-detox-no-treatment/

Fact: Plans are being laid for the first Alameda County detox center to open in November 2007 in San Leandro, but this is far from Oakland, the city with a need for a detox center that is almost double that of any other city in the county.
Source: From The Berkeley Daily Planet, “County’s First Detox Center to Open in San Leandro” (by Riya Bhattacharjee, 6 July 2007).

http://www.berkeleydailyplanet.com/text/article.cfm?issue=07-06-07&storyID=27452
For an update, see the District 5 Newsletter: Supervisor Keith Carson,  “Alameda County Opens Model Alcohol and Drug Treatment Programs” (January/February 2008) Page 2.
Fact: One local drug treatment director revealed that she knew personally of at least ten drug rehab programs, many of them low-income and specializing in women’s needs, that have shut down in the last few years, and often because of a lack of funding.
Source: From a WEAP interview of many done with directors of drug treatment centers in Oakland (23 July 2007). 

Fact: The average cost to taxpayers of California per in-mate, per year is about $34,150, while the average cost of a full treatment program per client is only about $3,300.
Source: From the Drug Policy Alliance, Proposition 36: Improving Lives, Delivering Results: A Review of the First Four years of California's Substance Abuse and Crime Prevention act of 2000 (2006) Page 1.

http://www.prop36.org/pdf/DPAreportP36March06.pdf

Fact: Despite this fact, from 1994 through the end of 2006, California’s prison population increased by 72%, the majority being nonviolent drug offenders.
Source: The Coalition for Effective Public Safety: Position Papers on Three Strikes Reform.

Fact: California’s Substance Abuse and Crime Prevention Act, which since 2001 has granted the opportunity of treatment to over 150,000 nonviolent drug offenders instead of incarceration, has already saved taxpayers upwards of $1.7 billion in just six years.
Source: The first fact is from California Proposition 36: The Substance Abuse and Crime Prevention Act of 2000, "Overview."

 http://www.prop36.org/about.html

The second is also from California Proposition 36: The Substance Abuse and Crime Prevention Act of 2000, "California Legislators Show Support for Treatment-not-Incarceration."

http://www.prop36.org/061907tvi.html

Fact: Governor Schwarzenegger plans to cut spending for drug rehabilitation programs while increasing money towards expanding California’s excessively expensive and dehumanizing prison system.
Source: From many places, but check out the Californians United for a Responsible Budget, “Position Paper: The Governor’s 2007 Prison Expansion Proposal.”

http://www.curbprisonspending.org/CURB_govplan.pdf

Fact: Drug addiction is a brain disease, which can only be treated by abstinence.
Source: From the National Institute on Drug Abuse: The Science of Drug Abuse & Addiction, "NIDA InfoFacts: Understanding Drug Abuse and Addiction"(Revised September 2007).

http://www.nida.nih.gov/Infofacts/understand.html

Fact: Children of offenders have a 70% greater likelihood of becoming involved in the criminal justice system.
Source: From the Go Kids Initiative, “Breaking the Cycle: Equipping Children of Offenders” (by Christina Melton Crain, 1 September 2005) and based off of statistics from the US Department of Justice: Bureau of Justice Statistics.

http://www.tdcj.state.tx.us/pgm&svcs/gokids/gokids-articles-crain-breaking-cycle.htm

Fact: Research reveals that comprehensive treatment programs that do not separate mothers from their children help women and their families.
Source: From the Drug Policy Alliance’s Women’s Law Project and National Advocates for Pregnant Women, Governmental Responses to Pregnant Women Who Use Alcohol or Other Drugs (by Lynn M. Paltrow, October 2000). *This source leads to many primary research source materials.

http://www.drugpolicy.org/library/governmental_response_p1.cfm#102

Fact: In comparison, removing children from their parents can inflict great harm on the children.
Source: From the Drug Policy Alliance’s Women’s Law Project and National Advocates for Pregnant Women, Governmental Responses to Pregnant Women Who Use Alcohol or Other Drugs (by Lynn M. Paltrow, October 2000).

http://www.drugpolicy.org/library/governmental_response_p1.cfm#102
Fact: Research also demonstrates that the placement of drug-exposed children in foster care can add to poor growth in physical, emotional and mental development of the children. 
Source: From the Drug Policy Alliance’s Women’s Law Project and National Advocates for Pregnant Women, Governmental Responses to Pregnant Women Who Use Alcohol or Other Drugs (by Lynn M. Paltrow, October 2000).

http://www.drugpolicy.org/library/governmental_response_p1.cfm#102
Fact: Drug Treatment is available to only one fifth of Americans who need it.

Source: From National Families in Action, “A Guide to NFIA Projects.”

http://www.nationalfamilies.org/projects/acad_resolution.html
Fact: Studies have also shown that many women drug users have been sexually and physically abused.

Source: From many studies, for example, check out the National Institute on Drug Abuse Sixth Triennial Report to Congress, Drug Abuse and Addiction Research: 25 Years of Discovery to Advance the Health of the Public (1999) Page 115.

http://www.nida.nih.gov/STRC/STRCIndex.html

Or check out the Drug Policy Alliance’s Women’s Law Project and National Advocates for Pregnant Women, Governmental Responses to Pregnant Women Who Use Alcohol or Other Drugs (by Lynn M. Paltrow, October 2000).

http://www.drugpolicy.org/library/governmental_response_p1.cfm#102
Fact: A 2005 SAMHSA report found that only 3% of drug treatment programs that accepted women in the first place offered specific programs for pregnant or postpartum women.
Source: Published by the Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration, Drug and Alcohol Services Information System Report: Facilities Offering Special Programs or Groups for Women: 2005 (Issue 35, 2006) Page 2.

http://www.oas.samhsa.gov/2k6/womenTx/womenTX.pdf

Fact: Studies have shown that drug treatment reduces drug use by up to 60% and can significantly decrease criminal activity.
Source: From the National Institute on Drug Abuse, Understanding Drug Abuse and Addiction: What Science Says (Teaching Packet).

http://www.nida.nih.gov/pubs/teaching/Teaching3/Teaching5.html

Fact: Since California enacted the Substance Abuse and Crime Prevention Act in 2001, the number of prisoner’s serving time for drug possession fell by 32% and has resulted instead in 70,000 drug-free graduates.  
Source: From the Drug Policy Alliance, Proposition 36: Improving Lives, Delivering Results: A Review of the First Four years of California's Substance Abuse and Crime Prevention act of 2000 (2006) Page 1.

http://www.prop36.org/pdf/DPAreportP36March06.pdf

Fact: Twice as many were also found to be employed after completing treatment than were prior to treatment. 
Source: From the Drug Policy Alliance, Proposition 36: Improving Lives, Delivering Results: A Review of the First Four years of California's Substance Abuse and Crime Prevention act of 2000 (2006) Page 13.

http://www.prop36.org/pdf/DPAreportP36March06.pdf

