“Women, Poverty, and Prisons” Fact Sheet (Updated December 2008)
Fact: California spends an outrageous amount on the prison system, $9.7 billion

Source: From California Department of Corrections and Rehabilitation, “Third Quarter 2008 Facts and Figures.” http://www.cdcr.ca.gov/Divisions_Boards/Adult_Operations/Facts_and_Figures.html
Fact: From 1977 to 2004 the number of women in prison has increased by 757% and continues to rise nationally. As of June 2006 203,110 women were incarcerated. 2006 had the highest increase, 4.5%, of women prisoners than the previous 5 years.
Source: From the Punitiveness Report, “Hard Hit: The Growth in the imprisonment of Women, 1977-2004”, May 2006. 
http://66.29.139.159/institute/hardhit/HardHitReport4.pdf
Fact: As of June 2006 203,110 women were incarcerated. 2006 had the highest increase, 4.5%, of women prisoners than the previous 5 years.

Source: U.S. Department of Justice, William J. Sabol, Todd D. Minton and Paige M. Harrison, from “Prison and Jail Inmates at Midyear 2006” June 2007. 
Fact: Because of the strict “War on Drugs” policies of the 1980’s women behind bars has increased immensely and accounts for one third of the sentences for women in prison, compared to only one fifth of men. 

Source: From the Punitiveness Report, “Hard Hit: The Growth in the imprisonment of Women, 1977-2004”, May 2006. 
http://66.29.139.159/institute/hardhit/HardHitReport4.pdf
Fact: The majority of women entering prison come from impoverished neighborhoods that lack social support. 

Source: From the Punitiveness Report, “Hard Hit: The Growth in the imprisonment of Women, 1977-2004”, May 2006. 
http://66.29.139.159/institute/hardhit/HardHitReport4.pdf

Fact: African American and Hispanic women who represent 60% of the prison population mostly come from economically distressed communities also lacking social support. To cope with difficult circumstances drug use becomes a part of their life. Their arrest usually stems from supporting their drug habit. 

Source: From the Punitiveness Report, “Hard Hit: The Growth in the imprisonment of Women, 1977-2004”, May 2006. 
http://66.29.139.159/institute/hardhit/HardHitReport4.pdf
Fact: California incarcerates 11,250 women and spends over $35,000 a year to hold each prisoner. California also has the two largest prisons for women in the world.
Source: From the California Prison Focus, “Women Prisoner Fact Sheet” http://www.prisons.org/dignity/womenprisonerfactsheet.htm
Fact: From the taxpayer’s perspective, the price of incarcerating women is not limited to the cost of the prison cell and three meals a day. Locking up women also means paying the tab for putting their children in foster care, treating health and mental health conditions that have worsened during incarceration, and providing public assistance and shelter for those who are homeless and destitute upon release.

Source: From the Punitiveness Report, “Hard Hit: The Growth in the imprisonment of Women, 1977-2004”, May 2006. 
http://66.29.139.159/institute/hardhit/HardHitReport4.pdf

Fact: Proposition 36, a program that puts non-violent drug offenders through rehabilitation instead of jail, reduced drug related incarceration by 32% in the first year of operation. The construction of men’s prisons was ended and women’s prisons were closed by this decrease in inmates which saved tax payers at least half a billion. 60,000 people in California finished the treatment programs and stayed out of the prison system. The treatment costs $3,300 a year per person vs. $35,000 a year spent in prison.

Source: From the Drug Policy Alliance, “Proposition 36: Improving Lives, Delivering Results”, March 2006.

 https://mail.stmarys-ca.edu/Session/92495

JKw7E2OjyQVnyaCFPPuA/MessagePart/INBOX/1032-02-B/DPAreportP36March06.pdf

Fact: From 1991 to 2007 children with a mother in prison has more than doubled up 131%. In state prisons, women were more likely than men, 63% to 51%, to be a parent.
Source: From Parents in Prison and Their Minor Children. Bureau of Justice Statistics Special Report; August 2008. 
 http://www.ojp.usdoj.gov/bjs/pub/pdf/pptmc.pdf
Fact: Mothers in prison were more likely than fathers, 77% to 26%, to report being the main daily care provider for their child. 
Source: from Parents in Prison and Their Minor Children. Bureau of Justice Statistics Special Report; August 2008.  
http://www.ojp.usdoj.gov/bjs/pub/pdf/pptmc.pdf
Fact: The estimated number of children who have parents incarcerated is 1.9 million. Of those 22% in state prisons and 16% in federal prisons have children the age of 4 or younger. 11% of mothers in prison reported that their children will have to go to foster care while they are incarcerated. 

Source: from Parents in Prison and Their Minor Children. Bureau of Justice Statistics Special Report; August 2008. 
 http://www.ojp.usdoj.gov/bjs/pub/pdf/pptmc.pdf
Fact: Mothers were two times more likely than fathers to report homelessness in the year before arrest, four times more likely to report past physical or sexual abuse, and one and a half times more likely to have a current mental or physical health problem.

Source: from Parents in Prison and Their Minor Children. Bureau of Justice Statistics Special Report; August 2008.  
http://www.ojp.usdoj.gov/bjs/pub/pdf/pptmc.pdf
Fact: A number of serious common existing conditions neglected in prison are substance abuse, infectious diseases, mental illness, hypertension, diabetes, and asthma.

Source: National Council on Crime and Delinquency, “The Spiral of Risk: Health Care Provision to Incarcerated Women.”
 http://www.nccd-crc.org/nccd/pubs/2006_spiral_of_risk.pdf
Fact: Security procedures limit the prisoners from accessing medicine or basic necessities for self-care which prevent minor problems from being treated and lead to more dangerous and costly health care problems. 

Source: National Council on Crime and Delinquency, “The Spiral of Risk: Health Care Provision to Incarcerated Women” 
http://www.nccd-crc.org/nccd/pubs/2006_spiral_of_risk.pdf
Fact: The medical centers in prisons are extremely understaffed and inadequate care is given because qualified doctors are unlikely to work in prisons where the pay is less and conditions worse. 

Source: National Council on Crime and Delinquency, “The Spiral of Risk: Health Care Provision to Incarcerated Women.” 
http://www.nccd-crc.org/nccd/pubs/2006_spiral_of_risk.pdf
Fact: The lack of cultural competency limits the availability and quality of medical assistance to 75% of women in prison who represent minorities.

Source: National Council on Crime and Delinquency, “The Spiral of Risk: Health Care Provision to Incarcerated Women.” 
http://www.nccd-crc.org/nccd/pubs/2006_spiral_of_risk.pdf
Fact: 57% of women incarcerated have suffered sexual or physical abuse in their life. The prison system not only ignores these issues and leaves the mental health of prisoners untreated but worsens the problem by doing so. 

Source: National Council on Crime and Delinquency, “The Spiral of Risk: Health Care Provision to Incarcerated Women.”
 http://www.nccd-crc.org/nccd/pubs/2006_spiral_of_risk.pdf
Fact: Mental health issues are often the cause women in prison in the first place, and if left untreated, will contribute to their recidivism. Prisons function as the mental institutions for most low-income people. Lack of treatment within prison walls make women much more likely to become repeat offenders once they are released.

Source: National Council on Crime and Delinquency, “The Spiral of Risk: Health Care Provision to Incarcerated Women.”
 http://www.nccd-crc.org/nccd/pubs/2006_spiral_of_risk.pdf
Fact: Under laws and regulations, including the Constitution which protects prisoners from cruel and unusual punishment, California prisoners have the right to health care services, sanitary conditions, and consultation with medical, dental, or mental health professionals. California prisons are clearly in violation of these laws and regulations.
Source: National Council on Crime and Delinquency, “The Spiral of Risk: Health Care Provision to Incarcerated Women.”
 http://www.nccd-crc.org/nccd/pubs/2006_spiral_of_risk.pdf
