“The Individual Mandate” Fact Sheet (Updated January 2008)

Fact: History has shown that individual insurance mandates have always failed because they are unenforceable in reality: people either refuse to buy them or simply cannot afford to buy them. 

Source: From “I Am Not a Health Reform,” The New York Times (by David Himmelstein and Steffie Woolhandler, 15 December 2007). 

http://www.nytimes.com/2007/12/15/opinion/15woolhandler.html 
Fact: An existing example is the fact that 25% of drivers in California are uninsured despite the individual mandate for car insurance
Source: From “California Taking Aim at Uninsured on Roads,” The New York Times (by Rebecca Cathcart, 3 December 2007).

http://www.nytimes.com/2007/12/03/us/03driver.html
Fact: The most recent craze for individual health insurance mandates began when the Blue Cross Foundation's Roadmap to Coverage project first advanced it as one possible component in June 2004.
Source: From CommonHealth’s “The Individual  Mandate Is About to Get Serious” (by John McDonough, 16 October 2007).

http://www.wbur.org/weblogs/commonhealth/?p=238

Also check out:
http://www.roadmaptocoverage.org/about/main.html
Fact: This is because the individual mandate forces people to buy private health insurance without any limits placed on how much insurers can charge.   Instead of being reform for universal coverage, individual mandates are really a plan to expand health insurance, without any cost or quality controls
Source: From “I Am Not a Health Reform,” The New York Times (by David Himmelstein and Steffie Woolhandler, 15 December 2007). 

http://www.nytimes.com/2007/12/15/opinion/15woolhandler.html 
Fact: The average health insurance premium for a family of four today is just over $12,000 a year.
Source: Source: From the Kaiser Family Foundation and the Health Research and Educational Trust’s “Employer Health Benefits 2007 Annual Survey” (2007, Page 1 & more).

http://www.kff.org/insurance/7672/index.cfm


Fact: Already, 50% of bankruptcies are the result of medical bills that American’s cannot pay.
Source: From “Market Watch: Illness and Injury as Contributors to Bankruptcy,” Health Affairs: The Policy Journal of the Health Sphere (by David Himmelstein, Elizabeth Warren, Deborah Thorne, and Steffie Woolhandler, 2 February 2005).

http://content.healthaffairs.org/cgi/content/full/hlthaff.w5.63/DC1?maxtoshow=&HITS=10&hits=10&RESULTFORMAT=&author1=Himmelstein&andorexactfulltext=and&searchid=1&FIRSTINDEX=0&resourcetype=HWCIT
Fact: In recent years, the health care crisis has worsened, reflected in the increasing numbers of employers dropping private health insurance coverage due to the outrageous, increasing costs.
Source: From the Kaiser Family Foundation and the Health Research and Educational Trust, Employer Health Benefits: Annual Survey 2005.

http://www.kff.org/insurance/7315/upload/7315.pdf
Fact: A 2007 study estimates that the existing Massachusetts individual mandate has boosted already high premiums by more than 20%.
Source: From Business Week’s “Bad Medicine for Health Care” (by Glen Whitman, 15 October 2007).

http://www.businessweek.com/magazine/content/07_42/b4054081.htm
Fact: Governor Schwarzenegger, in his individual mandate plan, has proposed dealing with this problem by enforcing an 85% medical loss ratio in order to guarantee that insurers will spend 85% of the money they collect in insurance premiums on medical care (in comparison, Medicare and Medi-Cal have a 95% medical loss ratio).
Source: From the Office of the Governor website, “Transcript of Live Video Q & A with Schwarzenegger Administration on Health Care”  (Under Newsroom and then Speeches, 8 January 2007).

http://gov.ca.gov/speech/5077
Fact: For example, the Massachusetts individual mandate prides itself on making available plans without deductibles, but this really means huge co-payments and patients who pay 35% of the total cost of hospital care, X-rays, lab tests, and outpatient surgery.  In fact, these so-called "affordable" plans only have 60% of the actual value of a comprehensive plan.
Source: From the Boston Globe’s “Promises, Promises in Healthcare Reform” (by David Himmelstein and Steffie Woolhandler, 17 March 2007).

Fact: On top of this, appeals for the individual mandate have already used propaganda attacks against the poor and immigrants who cannot access health care.
Source: From the People’s Tribune’s  “’Massachusetts Plan’ Would End Health Care as We Know It” (by Sheila Olaniran, Rita Valenti, Joyce Mills, Ethel Long-Scott, Sal Sandoval, and Marshall Blesovsky, Vol. 34, No. 2, February 2007), Page 6. 
http://peoplestribune.org/PT.2007.02.0.html

