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ECONOMIC HUMAN RIGHT

7.8 million Californians had no health insurance in the

past year—more than one-fifth of the California population

Just Health Care 

Just Health Care is a proposal for Universal Health Care that would cover ALL residents of the United States from birth to death and save money for 95% of taxpayers.
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Myth:
Only poor people are uninsured.


Fact: Of the millions of uninsured in California, more than 80% are in working families. More than one in three uninsured persons come from households with an income above $50,000 and five people lose their health insurance every minute in the US. Good jobs are disappearing, while low-wage jobs that offer limited or no health insurance are increasing. 63% of the uninsured are in low-wage service-sector jobs. Under Just Health Care, everyone at all income levels would be insured for less money than the current system.
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Myth:
Insurance companies and private hospitals are looking out for our best health interests.
Fact: Private insurers spend 30 cents of every dollar on administrative and shareholder costs. HMOs make their money by denying services to people—the less money they pay, the more profit they make. Sutter Health, a hospital chain has profits four times the national average, yet they don’t give proper charity care to poor people, consistently sue bankrupt families for back payments and deny their workers adequate health coverage. While in the US 89.6 million people (one in three adults) went without healthcare in 2006-07 at some point, every other industrialized country has a no-profit system that costs less.  The Just Health Care plan would take profit out of the system, eliminate needless waste, and cover every US resident.
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Myth:
 Most Americans have healthcare through their jobs.
[image: image6.wmf]Fact: America is the only industrial nation that links healthcare to jobs and yet only 54.3% of Americans are covered by their jobs. Over the last five years, there has been a 15% drop in the number of private employers offering plans.  Today, 85% of uninsured people are either not offered or are ineligible for insurance through their employer. The average monthly cost of health insurance for a family of four is $814. More than one-third of uninsured people in Alameda County have no regular doctor and one in seven have not visited a doctor in more than five years. Lack of health insurance is the third leading cause of death in America, behind cancer and heart disease.  Under Just Health Care, healthcare is a right not a privilege.
Myth:
Everyone should pay more for our system.
Fact: “Experts” across the country say that we need to “share the burden” for our healthcare, but we already pay twice as much per person than any other industrialized country. The World Health Organization ranked the United States health care system 37th in the world for quality and 55th in the world for fairness. Why should we pay even more for an unfair and inadequate system? Under Just Health Care, only 5% of the population would pay more taxes.
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Myth:
Universal health care is a good idea but we could never pay for it.


  Fact: Half of the funds for healthcare are already paid by the government. By eliminating profit, we could save California $343.6-billion dollars in the next decade. California has over 1500 health coverage plans to choose from and 60% of the care delivered is sub-standard. Hospitals are closing as emergency rooms are the care of last resort. In Alameda, we have approximately 175,000 uninsured people, two clinics closed and appointments that take four months to schedule. Our survival depends on finding a solution.
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Are We Healthy?

 A Health Care Crisis In Alameda County

· At least 175,000 people in Alameda County are uninsured 

· In 2003, two county clinics were closed. Those clinics served upwards of 25,000 people.

· Over 70% of employers expect to require employees to pay more for benefits or to eliminate benefits altogether

· Alameda County passed a sales tax to pay for our hospitals yet they still want to cut more jobs
· A Universal Health Care Plan in California would save us more than $20–billion in administrative costs a year
Why Are We Paying More for a 

Broken System?

California has the highest proportion of uninsured in the country—7.8 million in the last year or 20% of the population.

[image: image9.wmf]
                      Email: weap@weap.org 

                Web Site: http://www.weap.org 
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Just Health Care: NO Exceptions!





We are a Committee of a Million for 


Just Health Care. 


Join Us Today!





How Can You Join the Poor People's Economic Human Rights Campaign? 





Document the Economic Human Rights Violations that are occurring within your family and in your neighborhood.





Sign the Committee of a Million Petition that is fighting for Health Care for ALL US residents. (� HYPERLINK http://www.thelaborparty.org ��www.justhealthcare.org�) 





Come to a Just Health Care training or host a teach-in to educate people about the growing health care crisis and the Just Health Care Campaign.





Start a Poor People’s Economic Human Rights Committee on your block, in your workplace or organization, or in your community.





Together, we can win health care for everyone!! Contact Us!





JUST HEALTH CARE ON THE ROAD


WEAP has conducted more than 60 


Just Health Care Workshops and collected more than 1700 documentations of economic human rights violations throughout the state of California.  Help us to train and document!
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