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Foster Youth and 
Our Economic Human Rights 

MYTH: Youth enter foster care because of parents.

FACT: “Neglect” is the reason for the majority of youth removals and is often just another word for poverty. Neglect can mean not having proper housing, food, healthcare, childcare, or income. Is this fair in a country in which:

· We are the only industrialized country without universal healthcare.  Nearly 50 million Americans do not have health insurance.

· We have one of the highest poverty rates among developed nations. One in eight Americans live below the poverty line and one in nine experience food insecurity.

· National programs like Section 8 affordable housing, Medicaid, and childcare continue to be cut and reach less low-income people each year. 

· More children are being taken from parents as a result of sanctions, time limits, Welfare-to-work programs or drug felony bans while on Welfare or for losing Welfare payments and entering poverty; Welfare reform endangers both parents and children and accelerates the destruction of families.

· People receiving general assistance are more scrutinized by the child welfare authorities. Financial strain and stressful events may lead to heightened feelings of stress and depression, which could lower the quality of care a parent, can give.

MYTH: There is no incentive to break up families and put children into foster youth.

FACT: In 1997, the Adoption and Safe Families Act was passed, giving states a financial incentive to break up families by increasing adoptions.

· States that increase adoptions over the previous year receive CASH bonuses.

California is number one in increased adoptions.


· This act made it easier for states to take away people’s parental rights over their

children.

· In California, the number of children in foster care increased by 50% between 1989

and 1998.

· The number of children adopted has increased 140% since 1999.
· Youth in foster care has increased by 60% nationally over the last two decades.
· America has one of the lowest rates of child-parent reunification in the developed
world.
Why are families being destroyed for living in poverty? 

The richest country in the world can do better.
Youth and Economic Human Rights

We can and must eliminate poverty.

Myth: Our Foster Care System works for everybody.

FACT: The foster care system consistently fails youth in economic, social and physical well-being.
· Within 18 months of emancipation 40-50% of foster youth become homeless.

· 27% of the National homeless population spent time in foster care.

· Children in foster care are three to six times more likely than children not in care to have emotional, behavioral, and development problems.

· One-third of children in foster care are living in poverty. 
· A quarter of children in foster care do not receive proper medical care. 
· One-half do not receive proper mental health care.
· 43% of youth are moved three times, one in 10 are moved 5 times. 
· The average foster youth changes schools seven times while under foster care.
· Nearly 50% of foster youth don’t graduate high school.
· One in four will end up incarcerated within two years.
· 50% will end up unemployed and 40% on public assistance.
· Females in foster care are six times more likely than the general population to give birth before the age of 21.
· The number of youth in our foster system has nearly doubled since 1987.
Universal Declaration of Human Rights

Drafted and Signed, 1948

Article 23: Right to a job with just and favorable conditions of work and a living wage

Article 25: Right to well-being of a person and their family, including rights to food, housing, clothing, medical care and social services

Article 26: Right to quality education

Article 19: Right to freedom of opinion, expression and communication

All of us are entitled to our economic human rights to food, housing, living wage jobs, education, health care, and more. 

Stop Destroying Families!  Stop Failing Youth! 

We Demand Lives with Decency and Respect!

Join the Poor People’s Economic Human Rights Campaign!
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