“Foster Youth and Our Economic Human Rights” Fact Sheet (Updated August 2007)

Fact: “Neglect” is the reason for the majority of youth removals and is often just another word for poverty.

Source: From the Administration for Children & Families: Children’s Bureau’s “Summary: Child Maltreatment 2005” (2007) Page xiii.

http://www.acf.hhs.gov/programs/cb/pubs/cm05/cm05.pdf

Fact: Within 18 months of emancipation 40-50% of foster youth become homeless.

Source: Prepared by the League of Women Voters of California Education Fund, Juvenile Justice in California Part II: Dependency Systems (July 1998) Chapter VI: Life After Foster Care.

http://www.ca.lwv.org/jjds/chap6.html

Fact: 27% of the National homeless population spent time in foster care.
Source: From the Urban Institute’s Homelessness: Programs and the People they Serve: findings of the National Survey of Homeless Assistance Providers and Clients (by Martha R. Burt, Laudan Y. Aron, Toby Douglas, Jesse Valente, Edgar Lee, and Britta Iwen, December 1999).

http://www.urban.org/publications/310291.html

Fact: Children in foster care are 3 to 6 times more likely than children not in care to have emotional, behavioral, and development problems.
Source: From Casey Family Programs National Center for Resource Family Support, “Statistics”.

http://fostersurvivor.netfirms.com/statistics.shtml

Also check out the Urban Institute’s “The Well-Being of Children Involved with the Child Welfare System: A National Overview (by Katherine Kortenkamp and Jennifer Ehrle Macomber, 15 January 2002).

http://www.urban.org/publications/310413.html

Fact: One third of children in foster care are living in poverty.
Source: From Casey Family Programs, “Improving Family Foster Care: Findings from the Northwest Foster Care Alumni Study” (January 2002).

http://www.casey.org/NR/rdonlyres/4E1E7C77-7624-4260-A253-892C5A6CB9E1/791/0072_7x7FactSheet_RS.pdf

Fact: A quarter don’t receive proper medical care. 
Source: From the Little Hoover Commission, Still in Out Hands: A review of Efforts to Reform Foster Care in California (February 2003) Page 3.

http://www.lhc.ca.gov/lhcdir/168/report168.pdf

Fact: One half don’t receive proper mental health care.
Source: From the Little Hoover Commission, Still in Out Hands: A review of Efforts to Reform Foster Care in California (February 2003) Page 3.

http://www.lhc.ca.gov/lhcdir/168/report168.pdf

Fact: 43% of youth are moved three times, 1 in 10 are moved 5 times. 
Source: From the Little Hoover Commission, Still in Out Hands: A review of Efforts to Reform Foster Care in California (February 2003) Page 4.

http://www.lhc.ca.gov/lhcdir/168/report168.pdf

Fact: The average foster youth changes schools 7 times while under foster care.
Source: From Casey Family Programs, “Improving Family Foster Care: Findings from the Northwest Foster Care Alumni Study” (January 2002).

http://www.casey.org/NR/rdonlyres/4E1E7C77-7624-4260-A253-892C5A6CB9E1/791/0072_7x7FactSheet_RS.pdf

Fact: Nearly 50% of foster youth don’t graduate high school.
Source: From the Child Welfare League of America, “Hearing on Disconnected and Disadvantaged Youth: United States House of Representatives Subcommittee on Income Security and Family Support” (19 June 2007).

http://www.cwla.org/advocacy/fostercare070619.htm

Fact: 1 in 4 will end up incarcerated within 2 years.
Source: From the Chapin Hall Center for Children, Foster Youth Transitions to Adulthood: Outcomes 12 to 18 months after Leaving Out-of-Home Care (by Mark Courtney, University of Wisconsin, 2004).

Fact: 50% will end up unemployed and 40% on public assistance.
Source: From the Washington State Institute for Public Policy, “Educational Attainment of Foster Youth: Achievement and Graduation Outcomes for Children in State Care” (by Mason Burley and Mina Halpern, November 2001) Page 9.

http://www.wsipp.wa.gov/rptfiles/FCEDReport.pdf

Fact: Females in foster care are 6 times more likely than the general population to give birth before the age of 21.
Source: From Honoring Emancipated Youth, “Barriers Facing Foster Care Youth: National and Local Statistics about Emancipating Foster Youth.”

http://www.uwba.org/hey/pdfs/HEYFosterYouthStatistics.pdf

Fact: The number of youth in our foster system has nearly doubled since 1987.
Source: From Casey Family Services, “Frequently Asked Questions: About Casey Family Services” (2007).

http://www.caseyfamilyservices.org/faq_index.html

