“Poverty in California” Fact Sheet (Updated November 2008)

Fact: Despite California now being the 8th largest economy in the world

Source: From the Legislative Analyst’s Office, Cal Facts 2006.  http://www.lao.ca.gov/2006/cal_facts/2006_calfacts_econ.htm
Fact: In recent years, California has maintained a substantially higher poverty rate than the rest of the nation: 16.1% compared to 12%.  Only New York and Washington D.C. possess higher poverty rates once living costs are adjusted.

Source: From the Public Policy Institute of California, Poverty in California: Moving Beyond the Federal Measure (by Deborah Reed,  Vol. 7 No. 4, May 2006) Pages 1 and 5.

http://www.ppic.org/content/pubs/cacounts/CC_506DRCC.pdf
Fact: Poverty in California is higher among women, 16%, than men, 14%, and highest among children, as a staggering 21% of California’s children live in poverty.

Source: From the Public Policy Institute of California, Poverty in California: Moving Beyond the Federal Measure (by Deborah Reed,  Vol. 7 No. 4, May 2006) Pages 1 and 9.

http://www.ppic.org/content/pubs/cacounts/CC_506DRCC.pdf
Fact: In 1969, 12% of poor families had a member who worked full-time.  Today, over 30% of poor families in California have a full-time worker and an additional 39% have a part-time worker.  Poverty, more than ever, is tied to working people.

Source: From the Public Policy Institute of California, Poverty in California: Moving Beyond the Federal Measure (by Deborah Reed,  Vol. 7 No. 4, May 2006) Page 20.

http://www.ppic.org/content/pubs/cacounts/CC_506DRCC.pdf
Fact: Today, there are 6.5 million, or one out of five, Californians living without health insurance.  Throughout the year, almost 25% of California adults will experience being uninsured.

Source: From the UCLA Center for Health Policy Research, The State of Health Insurance in California: Findings from the 2005 California Health Interview Survey (July 2007) Page 1 and many more. 

http://www.healthpolicy.ucla.edu/pubs/files/SHIC_RT_071107.pdf
Fact: California is in the bottom seventh rankings for women without health insurance: With 21% of women uninsured, it has close to the highest percentage uninsured of any state in the U.S.

Source: From the Henry J. Kaiser Family Foundation, Women’s Health Policy Facts (released December 2007 from 2004-2005 data).

http://www.kff.org/womenshealth/upload/1613_06.pdf
Fact: In 2006, $24.01 per hour is the wage determined by the National Low-Income Housing Coalition necessary to rent the average two-bedroom apartment in California.  California’s minimum wage stands in stark contrast at $8 an hour.

Source:  From the National Low Income Housing Coalition. http://www.nlihc.org/oor/oor2006/data.cfm?getstate=on&getcounty=on&county=_all&state=CA
Fact: The average annual cost for full-time child care for one child age 2 to 5 in California is $7,485, a cost which represents almost 40% of the poverty threshold for a family of four.

Source: From the Public Policy Institute of California, Poverty in California: Moving Beyond the Federal Measure (by Deborah Reed,  Vol. 7 No. 4, May 2006) Page 20.

http://www.ppic.org/content/pubs/cacounts/CC_506DRCC.pdf
Fact: In California, 5 million people suffer from hunger pains or live in fear of going hungry. 

Source: From the California Hunger Action Coalition, Legislative Priorities 2008, Page 1.
http://www.hungeraction.net/pdf_files/2008legislativeagenda.pdf

Fact: 11% of Alameda County’s population lives at or below the federal poverty line while almost 18% of Alameda County residents do not have health insurance all or part of the year. 
Source: The first is from the U.S. Census, Alameda County QuickFacts (2006).

http://quickfacts.census.gov/qfd/states/06/06001.html
The second is from the UCLA Center for Health Policy Research, The State of Health Insurance in California: Findings from the 2005 California Health Interview Survey (July 2007) Page 25. 
http://www.healthpolicy.ucla.edu/pubs/files/SHIC_RT_071107.pdf
Fact: To meet their basic needs, a family of four living in Alameda County would require about $6400 per month.  A minimum wage, full-time worker would earn $1,280 per month.  The majority of workers earning minimum wage are adults. 

Source: The first part is from the California Budget Project, Making Ends Meet: How much Does It Cost to Raise a Family in California? (November 2005) Page 22.

http://www.cbp.org/pdfs/2005/0509mem.pdf
The second is from the National Low Income Housing Coalition.

http://www.nlihc.org/oor/oor2006/data.cfm?getstate=on&getcounty=on&county=_all&state=CA
Fact: In the 2006 Alameda County Community Food Bank study, 47% of client households had to choose between paying their rent or paying for food.

Source: From the Alameda Community Food Bank, Hunger: The Faces and Facts (March 2006) Pages 3 and 14.

http://www.accfb.org/pdfs/hunger_full_06.pdf
Fact: 35% of all individuals receiving emergency food assistance in Alameda County are children under 18 years of age.

Source: From the Alameda Community Food Bank, Hunger: The Faces and Facts (March 2006) Pages 2 and 6.

http://www.accfb.org/pdfs/hunger_full_06.pdf
Fact: 21% of people live in poverty in Tulare County, the highest ranking in California’s counties. 
Source: From the California Food Policy Advocates, “2008 County Profiles of Hunger, Nutrition, and Health in California” 

http://www.cfpa.net/2008%20County%20Profiles/tulare.pdf
Fact: 27% of children eligible for school lunch program in Tulare county don’t receive it. That’s over 17,000 children going hungry each day. 

Source: From the California Food Policy Advocates, “2008 County Profiles of Hunger, Nutrition, and Health in California” 

http://www.cfpa.net/2008%20County%20Profiles/tulare.pdf
