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RECOVERY IS OUR ECONOMIC HUMAN RIGHT

As human beings, we have the right to adequate health care including TREATMENT ON DEMAND.  Placing women in recovery programs has been proven to be better for the women, their families, and society as a whole.  We must continue to build a movement to end poverty and teach about Health Care: A Human Right so that ALL women and their families can get access to recovery.  Anything less is a violation of our economic human rights.

Did you know that in Alameda County…
· Up until January 2008, there was not a single public detoxification center that low-income people could access in the county.  Instead, people were thrown in jail, sent to a neighboring county, or brought to an emergency room to detox, which are all expensive alternatives. 
· While Alameda County’s first public detox center opened in January 2008 in San Leandro, this location is far from Oakland, the city whose need for a detox center is almost double that of any other city in the county.
· One local drug treatment director revealed that she knew personally of at least ten drug rehab programs, many of them low-income and specializing in women’s needs, that have shut down in the last few years, and usually because of a lack of funding.

· The in-patient drug treatment programs that do exist for low-income people frequently do not have enough beds to serve the community’s needs, have waiting lists up to thirty-one days, and do not have detox centers.

Did you know that it is MORE expensive to put a non-violent drug offender in jail than through drug treatment?

· The average cost to taxpayers of California per in-mate, per year is about $34,150, while the average cost of a full treatment program per client is only about $3,300. Despite this fact, from 1994 through the end of 2006, California’s prison population increased by 72%, the majority being nonviolent drug offenders.

· California’s Substance Abuse and Crime Prevention Act, which since 2001 has granted the opportunity of treatment to over 150,000 nonviolent drug offenders instead of incarceration, has already saved taxpayers upwards of $1.7 billion in just six years.

· Despite the proven effectiveness of treatment, Governor Schwarzenegger plans to cut spending for drug rehabilitation programs while increasing money towards expanding California’s excessively expensive and dehumanizing prison system.
In 1948, the United States and countries throughout the world signed the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, guaranteeing all people the right to food, housing, health care, a living wage and education.  The Women's Economic Agenda Project is on a mission to reclaim these economic human rights. We stand for Just Health Care, a universal health care proposal that would provide all U.S. residents with health care from birth to death, including DRUG TREATMENT ON DEMAND, choice of doctors, and free high quality care for the same amount of money we are spending now.  The right to recovery is our economic human right!
The Myths & Facts Surrounding Women and Drug Recovery

MYTH: Women who use drugs can stop if they wanted to.

FACT: Drug addiction is a brain disease, which can only be treated by abstinence. However, critical to sustaining long-term sobriety is having access to support systems, resources and tools such as: drug treatment programs, counseling, holistic life-skills training, legal services, housing and health-care. Without access to these resources the chances of women staying sober drop dramatically. The American Medical Association has unequivocally stated that "addiction is not simply the product of failure of individual willpower.  Instead, dependency is the product of complex hereditary and environmental factors. It is properly viewed as a disease, and one that physicians can help many individuals control and overcome."  Many legislatures however continue to view drug use and addiction as a moral failing, one that the state should have "zero tolerance" for. 

MYTH: A child is better off if their drug-addicted mother is in prison.

FACT: Children of offenders have a 70% greater likelihood of becoming involved in the criminal justice system.  Research reveals that comprehensive treatment programs that do not separate mothers from their children help women and their families. In comparison, removing children from their parents can inflict great harm on the children.  Research also demonstrates that the placement of drug-exposed children in foster care can add to poor growth in physical, emotional and mental development of the children. 
MYTH: There is adequate drug treatment available to pregnant women and mothers.

FACT: Drug Treatment is available to only one fifth of Americans who need it.  Pregnant women and women with children have special needs, such as prenatal care, childcare, and medical care for infants and children.  Studies have also shown that many women drug users have been sexually and physically abused. Access to comprehensive treatment programs addressing all of these needs, and which do not separate mothers from their children, are proven to help women and their families.  Despite this fact, a 2005 SAMHSA report found that only 3% of drug treatment programs that accepted women in the first place offered specific programs for pregnant or postpartum women.

MYTH: Treatment just doesn’t work.

FACT: Treatment helps people.  Studies have shown that drug treatment reduces drug use by up to 60% and can significantly decrease criminal activity.  Since California enacted the Substance Abuse and Crime Prevention Act in 2001, the number of prisoner’s serving time for drug possession fell by 32% and has resulted instead in 70,000 drug-free graduates.  Twice as many were also found to be employed after completing treatment than were prior to treatment. 

For more information about your Economic Human Rights and a Just Health Care that would provide drug treatment for everyone, contact:

The Women’s Economic Agenda Project
449 15th Street, Second Floor, Oakland, CA 94612

(510) 986-8620/phone  (510) 986-8628/fax

Email: weap@weap.org
Web Site: http://www.weap.org
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