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My name is Carolyn Milligan.  I’ve been a hard working woman all my life.  I’m only 58 years old.  I should be looking forward to 30 more years of enjoying life.  But I’m organizing for Single-Payer Universal Health Care because this broken health care system we have has failed me, and when I go to bed I’m never sure if I’ll still be here in the morning.  

This health care system says you get as much health care as you can afford.  I was a working single mother, not rich enough to keep from getting diabetes.  Now my diabetes keeps attacking my main organs.  That’s why I’m legally blind.  Diabetes killed my kidneys and now I’m on dialysis.  Diabetes gave me heart problems and high blood pressure.  High blood pressure gave me strokes.   I’m on 15 different medicines.  And still, when my doctor says I’m getting worse and need a new medicine, my health insurance sometimes refuses to pay for it.  They say no to my doctor’s orders.  I’m too sick to work now.  I’m on SSI, and I can’t afford to pay for medicines my doctor says I need.

But somebody’s making money off my illnesses.  Lots of money.  My insurance is Medicare and MediCal, Medi-Medi.  Medi-Medi pays for my kidney dialysis.  I have to dialyze 3 days a week for 3 hours each time, and I see the bills that the private medical corporations charge Medi-Medi for my dialysis.  Do you know that they bill Medi-Medi $30,000 each and every month for my dialysis?  Not every year, $30,000 every month!  No wonder there are so many dialysis centers.  They’re always crowded, and it’s great for the people who need them.  But somebody’s making a killing off my misery.  This health care system shouldn’t use private companies so focused on profits that they cheat the taxpayers and gut the government programs that are just trying to help sick people like me.  

I’m organizing for single-payer universal health care to get rid of that kind of price gouging.  Medicare often tells me I’ve reached their limit on how many medicines I can order each month, and then I have to decide which medicines to do without because they’re so expensive I can’t afford to buy them.  If we took the profit out of being sick, the health care system could afford to give us the medicines we need.  

With the comprehensive coverage included in HR676 much of this would not happen to me.  I want HR676 because it includes preventive care which would have kept me much healthier than I am now. I want HR676 because it covers all people living in this country from birth to death.  I want HR676 because it includes what a single payer universal health care program would cover.  I want HR676 because it replaces the profit-driven private health care system with one driven by the need for people to be healthy.  And that would be much better for sick people like me. 
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