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In Alameda County it is estimated that 166,000 people are uninsured, an additional 180,000 people rely on Medi-Cal for their health services.

Recent proposed state budget cuts have targeted health care in making up the 17 billion dollar short fall. 

These budget cuts have direct impact on low-income communities and the clinics that serve this population.

The cuts the governor has proposed will impede clinics in fulfilling their mission and serving the large number in need in the county.

· First, the governor has proposed cutting millions of dollars to clinic programs that specifically go toward providing care for the uninsured.  Cutting such programs will alter where patients go to receive care, and will force many into the emergency rooms, which are not only overcrowded, but also a more expensive place to care for common health problems.

· Second, the governor is proposing to cut certain “optional benefits” under Medi-Cal—namely adult dental.  

Anyone who has had a tooth abscess or needed a root canal knows that dental care is not optional.  When I was doing casework at one of the community clinics, Lifelong Medical Care, I recall a young girl who did not qualify for Med-Cal because of her documentation.  She had six abscesses that had gone untreated.  Her school work was suffering and she was in tremendous pain.  The cost to treat this severe problem was much more than her family could afford, and so her tooth condition deteriorated to much more severe problem than if she was able to access dental services immediately.   

So too – eliminating adult dental access from Medi-Cal – will cause people’s dental health to deteriorate to the point of tooth decay, impeding people’s ability to eat healthy, work, and live a normal life.  Moreover, because nearly half of revenues at the clinics come from Medi-Cal many clinics might stop providing dental services all together, because there will be no revenue with which to provide dental care.

· Third, the governor is proposing making people who apply for Medi-Cal go through “quarterly status reports” where people much re-submit income information to be sure that they are “still eligible” for Medi-Cal.  

I used to work doing health insurance applications with families, and the difficulty of collecting documentation – and having this documentation be “official enough” for the state is unbelievable.  I once had a child get denied health insurance because her mother’s paystub was only issued once a month and did not have a start and end date written on it.  The irony is that the mother worked for the U.S. Postal Service – and apparently a federal agency’s paystubs aren’t good enough for the State of California.  

Forcing families to provide documentation four times a year, as opposed to once a year—will just force thousands of eligible people off coverage.  

· Fourth, the governor has already cut Medi-Cal provider rates, or the amount of money the state is paying doctors and hospitals.  California already has one of the lowest reimbursement rates in the country.  And these further cuts will just make it so less and less providers accept Medi-Cal.  These cuts won’t directly affect our clinics, but they will affect the ability of our patients to seek specialist care in the community—as many doctors will stop accepting Medi-Cal as insurance, because their costs are exceeding what the state is paying.  

· Lastly—just yesterday—the governor proposed additional cuts to health care – $627 million to be exact.  Some of things the governor is cutting include:

· Completely eliminating a health care program for legal immigrants.

· Requiring undocumented immigrants to meet a MONTHLY eligibility requirement to receive just emergency services.  

· Cutting eligibility for Medi-Cal to families earning 61% of the federal poverty level. For a family of three, that means an income of $11,000 a year, is too much money to get you Medi-Cal

The proposed budget cuts will have a large impact on the low-income communities in Alameda County and their ability to access health services.  The community clinics continue to open their doors to this population; however, the ability to provide quality and timely services to the large number in need will certainly be impeded by such large cuts in funding.

